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voice in educating the people of Sacramento 
about the Japanese American internment ex-
perience. 

After the internment and a two-year stay in 
Denver, Colorado, Reiko and her family re-
turned to Sacramento in 1948. It was during 
my early years at William Land Park Elemen-
tary School that I began my lifelong friendship 
with Reiko. While at McClatchy High School, 
Reiko caught the eye of Hachi Kawakami. Al-
though a school boundary change forced 
Reiko to finish her senior year at Sacramento 
High School, Reiko and Hachi’s romance con-
tinued and they were soon married after 
Reiko’s graduation from high school in 1958. 

For the next two decades, Reiko devoted 
her energy to raising her five wonderful chil-
dren; Deann, Cynthia, Mark, Susan, and John. 
While most people would rest on their laurels 
and look for less demanding pursuits after 
raising five children, Reiko decided that she 
was ready to embrace another challenge by 
starting a career. After serving as a tireless 
volunteer on my first congressional campaign, 
Reiko took on the position as my first district 
Staff Assistant. 

Many things have changed about our world 
since Reiko first assumed the position of Staff 
Assistant in my district office in January of 
1979. We have seen five different occupants 
of the White House, the fall of the former So-
viet Union, and the rise of the information su-
perhighway. But, one thing has always re-
mained constant in my office over the past 
twenty-three years; Reiko has been a stalwart 
part of ensuring that business in my office is 
handled professionally and in the proper man-
ner. Reiko has truly been the epitome of a 
leader through example to her peers from 
Sacramento to Washington, DC over the 
years. For that, I will always be grateful for her 
twenty-three years of unparalleled service and 
life long friendship. 

Although Reiko’s professional career may 
be coming to an end, she certainly has much 
to look forward to in her retirement years. In 
addition to her five children and their spouses, 
Reiko can look forward to taking an active role 
in the lives of her lovely grandchildren; Nicole, 
Rachelle, Jordan, Dylan, Brett, and Taylor. 
Relko and Hachi can also look forward to pur-
suing their dream to travel to fun and exciting 
places in their leisure time. 

Mr. Speaker, as Ms. Reiko Kawakami’s 
friends and family gather to celebrate and 
honor her illustrious twenty-three year career I 
am honored to pay tribute to one of my dear-
est friends. Her contributions to my office and 
the citizens of Sacramento are unparalleled 
and her friendship is invaluable, and it is a 
great honor for me to have the opportunity to 
pay tribute to her. I ask all my colleagues to 
join with me in celebrating the lifetime of this 
extraordinary person. 
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Mr. WALDEN of Oregon. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to a member of my Wash-

ington, DC staff for his tireless efforts on be-
half of the good people of Oregon’s 2nd Con-
gressional District. Cameron Ballantyne will 
conclude his internship this week to pursue a 
degree at my alma mater, the University of Or-
egon. I wish him well in this endeavor and 
know that he will excel in his pursuit of a ca-
reer in the field of journalism. 

Cameron comes from a fine Oregon family. 
I know and admire his parents, Kent and Mary 
Ballantyne of Lake Oswego, Oregon, and 
count myself fortunate to call them my friends. 
I have not been surprised to find that in Cam-
eron’s case, the apple does not fall far from 
the tree. 

Following his graduation from high school, 
Cameron’s academic pursuits led him to the 
Rexburg, Idaho, campus of Brigham Young 
University. After an exemplary academic per-
formance there, Cameron embarked on a two- 
year mission in the service of his church in 
Moscow, Russia, where he became fluent in 
the Russian language. His strong sense of 
duty and idealism was further demonstrated 
when he returned to Oregon to work for the 
American Red Cross Blood Service. Cameron 
continued his record of civic service in Sep-
tember by moving to the nation’s capital to 
serve as an intem in my congressional office. 

During his stay in Washington, DC, Cam-
eron experienced much more than the typical 
intern. He joined my staff only one week be-
fore the tragic events of September 11th and 
from his vantage point in Washington wit-
nessed the best and worst of humanity. Cam-
eron was undeterred by the attacks and con-
tinued to perform every task he was given with 
diligence and attention to detail. His efforts 
were instrumental in responding to the imme-
diate challenges facing my staff, providing 
much needed help during our temporary dis-
placement from the Longworth Building. Cam-
eron’s faithful service gave me full confidence 
to trust him with important work in a number 
of subject areas, including press relations. 

Cameron’s departure will not go unnoticed 
in my office, especially among my staff, who 
relied upon his assistance on a daily basis. I 
know I speak for them all in testifying to the 
competence and professionalism Cameron ex-
hibited in carrying out his duties, attributes that 
will serve him well in any career he chooses. 
I am confident that Cameron will always ap-
proach life with the same enthusiasm he 
brought with him to work every day. I am sorry 
to see him leave, but wish him the best life 
has to offer. Cameron, good luck, Go Ducks, 
and thank you for a job well done. 
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Mr. KANJORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to my good friend George Bath, 
a native of my district, who is on his way back 
to his hometown of Edwardsville after a long 
career here on Capitol Hill. A farewell party 
will be held for George on December 18th. 

After graduating from Wyoming Valley West 
High School and Wilkes College, George 

moved to the Washington, D.C., area to begin 
his career in the procurement field. While 
working here, he earned a Masters in Busi-
ness Administration from Frostburg State Uni-
versity in Maryland. His strong negotiation 
skills, coupled with an unyielding commitment 
to quality management and teamwork, have 
earned him the respect of his colleagues on 
both sides of the aisle and the Hill. 

George arrived on Capitol Hill in June of 
1989, working as a Purchasing Agent for the 
Senate Sergeant At Arms Office in the start- 
up procurement office. During his tenure, he 
helped to mold an office that saved millions of 
dollars for the taxpayer while also receiving 
the highest quality goods and services. 

In August 1996, George transferred to the 
House side, where he became a Procurement 
Specialist in the Office of Procurement under 
the Chief Administrative Officer. George pos-
sessed exceptional knowledge of procurement 
practices and principles and worked superbly 
well with Member, Leadership and Committee 
offices and all other House Officers. No job 
was too small or too great for George. Just as 
he had done on the Senate side, he focused 
on saving taxpayer money, while achieving the 
highest quality product for the offices he 
served. George’s uncanny knack for resolving 
disputes for the offices he served consistently 
resulted in win-win outcomes. 

In 1998, George became a Senior Procure-
ment Specialist because of his ability to han-
dle high-stress and high-visibility projects on 
behalf of a very demanding customer base. 
His accomplishments and talents in this posi-
tion include diligence and attention to the 
House’s unique needs for improved vendor 
performance, using the Internet to post pro-
curements, and opening the realm of competi-
tion to a wider range of vendors. He worked 
in conjunction with the Committee on House 
Administration in providing House-wide brief-
ings to all House offices, and it would be hard 
to find an office that has not heard the name 
George Bath. After all, he developed a training 
manual and class and then taught House per-
sonnel on how to effectively manage con-
tracts. 

In June 2000, George received recognition 
for his exemplary contributions to the organi-
zations of both the Chief Administrative Officer 
and the Architect of the Capitol by earning the 
Distinguished Service Award. George was 
honored for his management of the procure-
ment process supporting a first-of-its-kind 
project demonstrating the ability of these of-
fices to work together to produce a successful 
delivery. As part of this process, George 
oversaw the installation of a state-of-the-art 
audio-visual system for the International Rela-
tions Committee hearing room. Perhaps his 
greatest story involved the delivery of a 10- 
feet-square-by-40-feet-long crate for the hear-
ing room through the front door of the Ray-
burn Building as he was suddenly surrounded 
by police. 

In November 2000, George ultimately be-
came the head of the Office of Procurement 
because of his excellent overall performance. 
He became a known commodity unto himself 
throughout the House, recognized for his abil-
ity, responsiveness and candid, reliable ad-
vice. Bill Dellar, Associate Administrator of 
Procurement, has said, ‘‘George Bath has in-
deed served the House with pride, energy, 
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